
I have birds nesting on the outside of my house, what
should I do?
There are several species of birds that choose to build their nests around human habitation such as houses
and sheds. Sometimes this can look messy and cause problems such as build up of droppings under the nest.
We are often asked how to deal with this problem or whether the nest can be moved to another location.

The first thing to do is to find out what species of bird is building the nest. Have a good look at them and see if
you can identify the species. A good website to use is www.birdsinbackyards.net. Understanding more about
the birds themselves may help you accept their presence around your home â�� you might even find that you
have a rare and interesting bird in your garden.

It is very difficult to relocate nests without disturbing birds, so we donâ��t recommend moving nests unless
this can be done before any eggs have been laid. If the birds are still in the process of building the nest then
you can destroy the nest and obstruct the area so they cannot build another nest in the same place.

Alternatively, you could let the birds build the nest and live with them until their babies have fledged. It can be
fascinating to watch the birds sitting on the nest, the eggs hatch and then the young grow up and fledge. Baby
birds grow at a very rapid rate so they will only stay in the nest (and around your home) for a short period of
time. The babies then tend to fly away to find their own mates. The parents will often move on to another
location as well.

You might then like to make the area less attractive to nesting birds before next spring/summer by putting up
wire or blocking access to the area where the nest was.
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